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Summary

Metamorphosis  
commissioned 2016, oil on muslin on wood, 120cm x 150cm                              

King’s College School collection

The National Trust country house, Wallington in Northumberland has been an important place 
for his artwork (see artuk.org) culminating in his ‘true vision’ studio of 2011-2013 where he 
briefly identified himself as art’s avantgarde aristocrat. Apart from Zaragoza, Havana, 
Newcastle and Belfast, Parker has always lived in London, now having the same studio in 
Wimbledon for over 25 years, where he acts as a test pilot for painting figuratively with oil on 
muslin on wood. In tandem with his family commitments - three children approaching and in 
early adulthood - Parker’s dealings with the art world have been guided throughout by his wife 
Helena Christy.

Since 2011 Parker has kept up a permanent showcase agreement with Lloyds Private Bank in 
Mayfair ~ The Hill Street Hang ~ originally exhibiting his River Collection, from which artworks 
were sold to Andrew and Zoe Law shortly before their £1million donation to the Lowry. Currently 
the Hill Street Hang features large paintings from the artist’s Flights from Gravity series.  

In recent years Parker has also enjoyed the patronage of King's College School, Wimbledon 
(see below) and Trevelyan College, Durham University, the latter holding a Jonathan Parker 
symposium and exhibition with accompanying book; Familiarity and Mystery. This followed his 
inclusion in Spanish Art in County Durham, a book commissioned by Jonathan Ruffer at the 
start of the Auckland Castle Project. Both books are on display in the Hill Street lobby alcoves. 
Other paintings and drawings by the artist sit in collections of 20th century art owned by people 
well-known in the art world. 

http://artuk.org
http://artuk.org


 

                                            Downstairs    
                                    



 

                                            Upstairs    
                                    



 

An evolving exhibition of  
oil paintings with vertical tangents  
anchored to a background in flux 



 

1.                            

SF 7 (Regatta)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
150 x 75cm
2018

                               

                     £2750

2.              

SF 8 (Regatta)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
150 x 75cm
2014

                               
                   £2750  
                   

3.            

SF 9 (Regatta)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
150 x 75cm
2014

                               
                     £2750  
                  

4.              

SF 10 (Regatta)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
150 x 75cm
2014

                               
                  £2750    
                  

5.              

SF 11 (Regatta)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
150 x 75cm
2014

                            
                     
                 £2750

7.                          

JA (Manhattan)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
150 x 75cm
2014

                               
                    £2750  

6.              

SF TJ (Honour III)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
60 x 30cm
2017

                            
                     
                 £

Regatta Figures (1 - 6) step forward 
with prizes and memories of flying 
boats capsizing a century earlier. 
These moments of celebration are 
doomed by the ephemeral cycle of 
life but fixed with the immediacy of 
painting which focuses on risk-
taking; a comment on capitalism’s 
uncertainty (7). 



 

 The Neptune Collection                                                       

The Neptune Collection takes its name from a statue 
(pictured right) that once stood over the walled garden of 
Parker’s grandmother’s ancestral home, Wallington, in 
Northumberland, holding the key to his exploration of 
time with a brush from an aristocratic perspective. The 
nature of creative force emerges as he searches for 
avant-garde techniques within a tradition, drawing on 
the experiences of his early career in Havana, Cuba, 
where he was a screen print apprentice at the end of 
the Cold War (8).

8.              

Lighthouse (Cuban)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
108 x 82cm, 2000

                               
                     £

9.              

Harpoon (Northumbrian)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
103 x 82cm, 2000

                      £ 

10.              

Rooftop with child 
(Venetian)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
50 x 85cm, 2001

                      £ 

11.              

Yard (London)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
22 x 32cm, 2001

                      £ 

12.              

Bell Tower 1 (Venetian)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
20 x 30cm, 2001
                     
                       £500

13.              

Bell Tower 2 (Venetian)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
20 x 30cm, 2001

                      £500 

14.              

Bell Tower 3 (Venetian)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
20 x 30cm, 2001

                       £500



 

15.              

Bell Tower 4 (Venetian)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
20 x 30cm, 2001

                      £500 

16.              

Bell Tower 5 (Venetian)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
20 x 30cm, 2001

                      £500 

17.              

Bell Tower 6 (Venetian)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
20 x 30cm, 2001

                      £500 

18.              

Rooftop with horn 
(Venetian)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
40 x 60cm, 2001

                      £1200 

19.              

Rooftop with bird man 
(Venetian)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
40 x 60cm, 2001

                      £1200 

20.              

Rooftop with two figures 
(Venetian)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
40 x 60cm, 2001
                     
                       £1200 

21.              

Entrance with horn (London)
oil on muslin on canvas
76 x 85cm, 2006

                                 Sold

22.              

Entrance (London)
oil on muslin on wood
76 x 85cm, 2006

                                £

23.              

Courtyard with cat (Northumbrian)
oil on muslin on wood
76 x 85cm, 2006

                                 £

A figurative painter’s 
dilemma is how to 
render by painting in 
the s tud io every 
mark in a sketchbook 
made far away. In 
Venice Parker was 
a b l e t o fi n d t h e 
balustrades of Santo 
D o n a t o c h u r c h 
(below) that Ruskin 
t ranslated to the 
C o u r t y a r d i n 
N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
(23,24,25). Many of 
the Venetian works 
(10 - 20) were shown 
at Ghent Expo’02.



 

29.              

SF 1 Jack (Honour III)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
150 x 55cm
2018

         

                  £2750

24.              

Courtyard with pink (Northumbrian)
oil on muslin on wood
76 x 85cm, 2006

                              
                                £ 

25.              

Courtyard 1 (Northumbrian)
oil on muslin on wood
76 x 85cm, 2006

                                £

Honour Paintings (SF) Standing Figures

The Honour Figures (26 - 37 & 40) convey allegiance, honour & fidelity to salt that existed within a 
system of Liberal Empire that reached a crossroads in the 1830s when Parker’s forbears, Lord 
Macaulay and Sir C.E. Trevelyan, chose “to impose the values of the West on the East rather 
than re-build and re-invigorate Asian culture and society” (Simon Schama). They point to the 
Britannic gentleman archetype whose motto “My word is my bond” used to hold sway in the City.                             

28.              

SF 3 (Honour III)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
150 x 55cm
2014

                                                               
                 
                        £2750                   

26.              

8th Punjab (Honour II)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
150 x 75cm
2010

                                                               
                 
                        
                      £2750

27.              

SF 4 (Honour III)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
150 x 55cm
2014

                                                               
                 
                        
                    £2750



 

33.              

SF 5 (Honour III)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
150 x 55cm
2014

                      £2750

36.              

SF 12 (Regatta)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
150 x 75cm
2015

                            
                     
                 £2750

37.              

Nawanagar (Honour I)
oil on muslin on canvas
150 x 75cm
2009

                                                               
                 
                        
                     £2750   

35.              

Tehri-Garhwal (Honour II)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
150 x 75cm
2010

                                                               
                 
                       £2750   
                     

34.              

6th Rajputana (Honour II)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
150 x 75cm
2010

                                                               
 removed from panel                
                        
                    

32.              

SF 6 Nelson (Honour III)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
150 x 55cm
2018

                                                               
                 
                        
                           £2750

31.              

SF 2 Oscar(Honour III)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
150 x 55cm
2018

                                                               
                 
                        
                     £2750

30.              

Bahawalpur (Honour II)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
150 x 75cm
2008

                                                               
                 
                        
                          £2750



 

42.              

Old Tales II
oil on muslin on wood
45 x 50cm, 2010

£1250

38.              

Back-hand Volley
oil on muslin on prepared panel
150 x 75cm
2011
         

removed from panel
             

39.              

Just Imagine - Engaged
oil on muslin on prepared panel
150 x 75cm
2013

£

44.              

Old Tales V 
oil on muslin on wood
45 x 50cm, 2010

                                
£1250 

45. Old Tales I
oil on muslin on 
wood
45 x 50cm, 2010
                           

50.              

Flights of 
Gravity II 
oil on muslin on 
wood
45 x 50cm, 2010

                             
Sold

41.              

Old Tales VII 
oil on muslin on wood
45 x 50cm, 2010

                                
£1250

43.              

Old Tales VI 
oil on muslin on wood
45 x 50cm, 2010

                                
£1250

40.              

Even-toed Hoof           
oil on muslin on canvas
150 x 75cm
2009       

££                                                                                 
                 



 

46.              

Old Tales VIII
oil on muslin on wood
45 x 50cm, 2010
                       
£1250 

47.              

Old Tales III
oil on muslin on 
wood
45 x 50cm, 2010

£1250

48.              

Old Tales IV
oil on muslin on wood
45 x 50cm, 2010

                                
£1250 

49.             

Flights of 
Gravity I 
oil on muslin on 
wood
45 x 50cm, 2010

                       
£1250  

51.              

Flights of 
Gravity III
oil on muslin on 
wood
45 x 50cm, 2010

£1250
                                

52.              

Flights of 
Gravity IV 
oil on muslin on 
wood
45 x 50cm, 2010

£1250

53.              

Flights of 
Gravity V 
oil on muslin on 
wood
45 x 50cm, 2010

£1250

Old Tales and Flights of Gravity (41 - 55) 
are inspired by situations from a century ago 
with the paradoxical feeling that intimacy with 
the past can only be imagined; Parker’s 
grandfather served in the trenches and an 
album of tiny photos inspired Old Tales. 
Flying boats are symbols for the act of setting 
out to achieve impossible ambition.



 

58.             

Mussel (Westminster)
oil on board      
125 x 100cm, 2011               

£   

56.              

Inventor (Short)
oil on muslin on wood
40 x 35cm, 2015

                               
£

54.              

Flights of 
Gravity VI 
oil on muslin on 
wood
45 x 50cm, 2010

£1250

55.              

Flights of 
Gravity VII 
oil on muslin on 
wood
45 x 50cm
2010

£1250

57.              

Sonnet
oil on muslin on board
96 x 119cm, 2002

                               
£ 

59.             

Big Leopard
oil on linen on board     
125 x 100cm, 2002               

£   

60.             

A Strong Man Swims
oil on linen on board     
125 x 100cm, 2002               

£   



 

61.             

Leopard
oil on linen on wood     
100 x 70cm, 2002               

£   

62.             

Tribute
oil onboard
120 x 85cm, 2001               

63.             

Sun and Moon
oil on board    
120 x 85cm, 2001               

£   

64.             

Two Blues
oil on wood     
80 x 106cm, 2000               

£   

65.             

City (III)
oil on muslin on canvas     
86 x 76cm, 2006               

£   

66.             

Duckboards
oil on muslin on board    
c.45 x 70cm, 2001               

£   

67.             

Salute
oil on muslin on canvas     
c.50 x 60cm, 2000               

£   

68. Ullapool 
(Scotland)

oil on board
26 x 17cm, 
1989                    

£450



 

74. Poet (Alberti)

oil on muslin on canvas
58 x 66cm, 2007
                               
£

73. Red Poet (Alberti)

oil on muslin on canvas
58 x 66cm, 2007
                
£

69. Xativa 
(Almeria, Spain)

oil on wood panel
45 x 27cm, 1992          

 £

70. Cullera 
(Valencia, Spain)

oil on wood panel 
50 x 34cm, 1993                

             
£

71. Lorca 
(Murcia, Spain)

oil on wood panel 
50 x 34cm, 1993

 £

72. Arcadia

oil on wood panel 
50 x 34cm, 1993              

 £

76.               
Trader 
(Soho)

oil on canvas
215 x 60cm 
1989           

£

75.            
Trader 
(Harrods)

oil on canvas
215 x 60cm
1989           

£

77.               
Sculptor 
(Buck)

oil on 
canvas
122 x 
62cm, 
1990             

 £



 

78. Miravet 
(Tarragona)

oil on wood panels
236 x 26cm, 1992          

£

79.              

Rooflights (Borough)
oil on muslin on wood
58 x 66cm, 2006
                               
£

80.              

Rooflights (Northumbrian)
oil on muslin on wood
58 x 66cm, 2006
                               
£

81.              

Staircase
oil on muslin on board
c.50 x 40cm, 1999
                               
£

83. Holding Hands in Manhattan 
oil on canvas
150 x 130cm, 2012
                               
£

82. Death on the Malecon 
oil on muslin on wood
150 x 130cm, 2012
                               
£



 

84. Flights from Gravity (One) 
Vauxhall Bridge & S45 (1912) 
oil on muslin on wood
130 x 115cm, 2015
                               
£

85. Flights from Gravity (Two) 
Westminster and S41 (1912)
oil on muslin on wood
130 x 115cm, 2015
                               
£

86. Flights from Gravity (Three) 
Bankside & S45 
oil on muslin on wood
130 x 115cm, 2017
                               
£

87. Flights from Gravity (Four) 
London Bridge & RNAS42 (1913) 
oil on muslin on wood
130 x 115cm, 2015
                               
£

The Flights from Gravity paintings combine Parker’s unique perception of light and the 
irrational, with a familiar body of water framing each new aircraft as they appeared exactly 100 
years before (1912-1915). The artist plays with time and space, imagining his uncle is present 
before Jack’s recorded debut as test pilot for “the First Aircraft Manufacturers in the World” on 
17th October 1916, when Horace Short told him: “Go and break your bloody neck on those six 
bombers”. This signals to the artist, that despite the seaplane’s ambitious, floating beauty, its 
conception was being modified for torpedo-dropping experiments and begins a profound 
impact on Earth.



 

89. Flights from Gravity (Six)
Gabriel’s Wharf, King’s Reach 
Charles Rolls
oil on muslin on wood
130 x 115cm, 2015
                               
£

88. Flights from Gravity (Five) 
Millennium Bridge & RNAS120 
(1914)
oil on muslin on wood
130 x 115cm, 2015
                               
£

90. West Wood Wishing Well
Wallington Northumberland
oil on muslin on wood
130 x 119cm, 2015
                               
£

91. Piper 
(Northumbrian)
oil on muslin on wood
10 x 20cm, 2015
                               
Not For Sale

92. 

Power Station
oil on paper
80 x 90cm, 2008
                             

£

93. 

Theatre
oil on paper
80 x 90cm, 2008
                             

£

94. 

Cathedral
oil on paper
80 x 90cm, 2008
                             

£



 

The River Collection

The mudflats became a shifting narrative territory peopled with standing figures, vertical tangents 
at rest long enough to be fixed by the immediacy of his brushwork, vehicles by which to treat 
problems in the perception of time such as nostalgia and vision. As he continued to mine this 
existential motif, which yielded permutations that invoked narratives central to European painting, 
the allusions to inheritance and history in the natural world ceded to more specific philosophical 
issues, carrying the paintings from the tidal foreshore deep into the English landscape of 
memory.

95.              

GMT
oil on muslin on wood
61 x 85cm, 2005

Sold

96.              

GBS
oil on muslin on wood
64 x 85cm, 2005

£ 

97.              

Punjab by 
Lambeth
oil on muslin on wood
57 x 79cm, 2005

£ 

99.              

Jubilant
oil on muslin on wood
70 x 100cm, 2002

£ 

98.              

On the Shoulder
oil on muslin on wood
58 x 66cm, 2005

£1250 

100.  City II
oil on muslin on canvas
58 x 66cm, 2006

£ 



 101.              

The Race is Run
oil on muslin on wood
58 x 66cm, 2005

£1250 

102.              

Frail Men
oil on muslin on wood
58 x 66cm, 2005

£1250 

103. Untitled

oil on muslin on wood
46 x 64cm, 2008

£ 

106. History is made, 
I don't care what you  
are doing
oil on muslin on wood
46 x 64cm, 2008

£ 

105.   Triumph feeds 
the pride at Henley 

oil on muslin on wood
46 x 64cm, 2008

£ 

104. Just Like a nation 
needs a history at 
Henley
oil on muslin on wood
46 x 64cm, 2008

£ 



  114. Time and Tide
oil on muslin on canvas
160 x 140cm, 2012
                              

                          £

107. Trevelyan Home Imagined
oil on muslin on wood
100cm x 85cm, 2015
                               

                              Sold

111. Untitled (Ventura)
oil on wood
22cm x 26cm, 2018
                               

£

109. Untitled (Parker)
oil on wood
22cm x 26cm, 2018
                               

£

108. Untitled (Getz)
oil on wood 
22cm x 26cm, 2018
                               

£

110. Liberty
oil on paper
40 x 25cm, 2018
                               
                 £900

115. SW Corner Studio
oil on muslin on wood
150 x 130cm, 2015
                               

                        £ 



 

116.              

SF ? Studio
Caterpillar Killer
oil on muslin on prepared panel
70 x 35cm
2017

                            
                  £

112.              

SF13 Bryan (Honour IV)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
100 x 55cm
2017

                            
                     
                 £

113.              

SF14 Omo (Honour IV)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
100 x 55cm
2017

                            
                     £

117.              

SF15 Friday (Honour IV)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
100 x 55cm
2018
                            
                     
                 £

118.              

SF16  (Honour IV)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
100 x 55cm
2017
                            
                     
                 Sold

119.              

SF17  (Honour IV)
oil on muslin on prepared panel
100 x 55cm
2017
                            
                     
                 £

120.              

Studio Spiral
oil on muslin on wood
45 x 75cm
2016
                            
                     
          £

121.              

The Studio
oil on muslin on 
wood
45 x 50cm
2016

         £



 

122. Pelota
oil on muslin on wood
75cm x 85cm, 2017
                           
                             £

123. Food
oil on muslin on wood
85cm x 100cm, 2017
                               
                              £

124.               
May Day

oil on muslin on wood
120cm x 180cm, 2019
                               

£

125. Crossing the Courtyard
oil on muslin on wood
150 x 130cm, 2012
                               
                         £

126. Central Hall
oil on muslin on wood
150 x 130cm, 2015
                               
                         £



 

127. West Lawn
oil on muslin on board
57 x 46cm, 1998
                               
                         £

128. Double portrait Studies                  129.
oil on muslin on board
80 x 60cm, 2019
                               
               £                                  £

130. 131. 132.

133. 134. 135.

136. 137. 138.

130. Nelson and Winston            131. Untitled (Rosa)                    132. Midas and Pan         
133. Oscar and Jack                   134. Katherine and Mary             135. Omo and Bryan
136. Barnett and Mark                137. Josephine and Mary            138. Neruda and Cochrane               

oil on wood x 9                              
28 x 22.5cm, 2019          £       



 

139. Hot Summer day
oil on muslin on board
30 x 24cm, 1998                               
                        

£ 140. End of Season
oil on muslin on board
74 x 61cm, 2000                               
                        

£

141. What shall I do?
oil on muslin on canvas
210 x 140cm, 2012
                               
                         £

142. To the Front Park
oil on muslin on wood
150 x 130cm, 2012
                               
                         £

143. Kitchen (Have you read 
all the John Buchans?)
oil on muslin on canvas
85 x 75cm, 2013
                               
                         £

144. Removing the last little 
chair
oil on muslin on canvas
85 x 75cm, 2013
                               
                         £



 145.              

Alfred’s Wherry
oil on muslin on wood
58 x 66cm, 2005

£1250 

146.              

Mysore Gull
oil on muslin on wood
58 x 66cm, 2005

£1250 

147.              

Elephant
oil on muslin on wood
58 x 66cm, 2005

£1250 

148. Copper
oil on muslin on wood
70 x 100cm, 2000
                               
                     £

150.              

Owl
oil on muslin on wood
51.5cm x 72cm, 2000

£ 

149. First Light
oil on muslin on canvas
70 x 100cm, 2000
                               
                     £



 

To be continued…

151.              

Griffin
oil on muslin on wood
51.5cm x 72cm 2000

£ 

152. Skylights

oil on muslin on canvas
70 x 100cm, 2000
                               
                     £

153.              

Alwar and the Eye
oil on muslin on wood
45 x 50cm, 2006

                                
£1250 

154. City IV

oil on muslin on wood
66 x 58cm, 2006
                               
                     £1250



The Artist        Jonathan Parker 

1968                Born in Belfast, Northern Ireland 
1970                Family moved back to Twickenham, Middlesex 
1982-1987       Attended King’s College School, Wimbledon and Camberwell School of Art 
1988-1991       Studio apprenticeships in Zaragoza, Spain (18 months) and Havana, Cuba (2 months) 
1991                Cuban Dibujos exhibition, Taller Rene Portocarrero, Havana, (solo) 
1992                Won the Royal Academy Richard Ford Award to travel to Spain again 
1992                Graduated from Newcastle Polytechnic (Northumbria University), England 
1993-present   Established own painting studio in Wimbledon, London   
1994-present   Various commissions for the National Trust and Durham University 
1995-present   Married Helena Christy; they have three children 
1995                Homenaje a Miro group exhibition, Galeria Canals, Barcelona 
1997-2000       Gallery artist with Mercury Gallery, Cork Street, London 
2000                First London solo exhibition - Rowers - Mercury Gallery, Mayfair 
2005                Tidecatcher exhibition, Shire Pottery Gallery, Alnwick, Northumberland (solo) 
2008                New York paintings exhibition, Cannizaro House, Wimbledon, London (solo) 
2008-present   Various commissions for King’s College School, Wimbledon, London 
2010                Wind and Fire, Earth and Space, Water exhibition, River & Rowing Museum, Henley on Thames (solo) 
2012                Time and Tide Wait For No Man exhibition, Wallington, National Trust House, Northumberland (solo) 
2011-present   Permanent showcase in Lloyds Private Banking offices - the Hill Street Hang - Mayfair, London (solo)  
2015                40 Years of Painting, Camberwell Students and Teachers, 1945-1985, Belgrave St. Ives, Cornwall  
2017                Familiarity and Mystery, James Knott Hall, Durham University (solo) 
                                                                                
                                                                                        

                                                                                                   
                                                                                                 Twelve Tribes 
                                                                                       Durham University Collection 

   

Copyright of all paintings in the Hill Street Hang belongs to the artist Jonathan Parker 
 Please talk to the artist if you are interested to know more about his work. 

   
Telephone: 020 8946 2384 and 07821244438        Email: info@theartistjonathanparker.com 

Information printed in this booklet can be subject to change 

mailto:info@theartistjonathanparker.com
mailto:info@theartistjonathanparker.com



